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so- on., but what is the history of these peasants? Either they
came from the East, or they borrowed from the East the
agricultural complex in virtue of which they are peasants
and not hunters or food-gatherers. Can it be believed that
they brought in or borrowed all the material elements of
the agricultural complex, and yet that the rites and beliefs
which are found all over the world, with comparatively
slight differences, wherever com is grown, were evolved in
each village quite independently? Those who fondly sup-
pose that wheat once grew wild wherever wheat is now
cultivated may believe that all the rites connected with
wheat-growing are the natural product of the human mind,
though these rites are obviously artificial in that they have
no real effect upon wheat-growing at aH. Once, however,
it is realized that cultivated wheat and cultivated barley must
have been diffused from the very limited area in which are
found wild wheat and wild barley, then agriculture appears
not as something which savages progress into naturally, but
as a vast complex, not only of processes and appliances, but
also of the rites and beliefs with which these processes and
appliances are everywhere, or almost everywhere, associated.
It must seem at least probable that all these elements of the
agricultural complex were diffused together.
A survey of ritual shows that some of its most important
and most widespread forms are connected with the
cultivation of corn, and since it is possible to carry on the
cultivation of corn without ritual, and since we have every
reason to believe that corn-growing was diffused from some
one area, we are justified in regarding it as at any rate
possible that all such ritual was diffused from some one area,
that area in which corn-growing was developed.
It is true that there are people, such as the Australian
blacks, who have a good deal of what usually forms part of
agricultural ritual without having agriculture, but the
Australian blacks, in this as in other respects, are exceptional,

